
 
2010 Toyota-Scion of Iowa City Jazz Festival Main Stage Bios 

 

FRIDAY, JULY 2: 
 
4:30 pm   United Jazz Ensemble 
Directed by Rich Medd and Mike Moehlmann, this 18-piece band is composed of students from Iowa 
City High School and West High School in Iowa City.  Every May, this ensemble comes together to 
prepare for the Jazz Festival.  For 17 years, this band has immersed students in jazz over the summer 
ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōƻƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
these young people to swing like crazy! 
 
6:00 pm   U.S. Army Blues 
The U.S. Army Blues celebrated its 35th Anniversary in 2007. After beginning informally in 1970, The 
!ǊƳȅ .ƭǳŜǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǊƳȅ .ŀƴŘ άtŜǊǎƘƛƴƎΩǎ hǿƴέ ƛƴ мфтнΦ hǾer the 
years it has evolved into the premier jazz ensemble of the U.S. Army. Comprised of alumni of 
prestigious music schools and veterans of the professional music scene, it is an ensemble of the finest 
jazz musicians in the nation. 
 
In keeping with the tǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀǊǘ ŦƻǊƳΣ ƧŀȊȊΣ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅ .ƭǳŜǎ ǎǘǊƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ 
preserve the music of such big band legends as Count Basie, Duke Ellington, Woody Herman, and Stan 
Kenton. The 18-piece ensemble has performed at world-renowned venues including the Monterey Jazz 
CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘǊŜǳȄ WŀȊȊ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ .ƛǊŘƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5/Ωǎ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ .ƭǳŜǎ !ƭƭŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜ !ǊƳȅ .ƭǳŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƧŀȊȊ ƎǊŜŀǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
Arturo Sandoval, Stanley Turrentine, Louie Bellson, James Moody, Kevin Mahogany, Terrell Stafford, 
Dave Brubeck, and Slide Hampton. Performances at the White House and the State Department and 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ wŜƎƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎtive in 
ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 
educational outreach and recruitment and teaching master classes and one-on-one instruction. 
 
The band is directed by Chief Warrant Officer Five Charles H. Vollherbst, a native of Maplewood, New 
Jersey, and has degrees from Regents College and Virginia Commonwealth University. Vollherbst has 
appeared as a guest conductor with symphonies, college ensembles, community bands, and high 
school honors bands. He was awarded the honorary Order of St. Martin award and is a member of Pi 
Kappa Lambda National Music Honor Society.  



8:00 pm   Bob Washut Dream Band 
The "Bob Washut Dream Band" has been assembled specifically for the 2010 Iowa City Jazz Festival and 
is comprised of some of the finest jazz musicians from Iowa and Iowa schools. Many of the band 
members are Washut's colleagues and former students from the University of Northern Iowa, where 
he has taught for the past thirty years. The band's repertoire is culled primarily from Washut's 
compositions and arrangements written over his career.  
 
Washut is Professor of Music at the University of Northern Iowa, where he served as Director of Jazz 
Studies from 1980 - 2002. An accomplished jazz composer and arranger, Washut has received 
numerous commissions from collegiate jazz ensembles, professional jazz artists, and symphony 
orchestras. During his 22 years as director of the award-winning UNI Jazz Band One, he has recorded 
11 CDs (two of which earned 5-star ratings from Downbeat magazine), toured Europe three times, 
consistently received "Outstanding Band" recognition at collegiate jazz festivals throughout the 
Midwest, and was awarded three "Outstanding Performance" citations in Downbeat's Annual Student 
Music Awards. Much in demand as a clinician and adjudicator, Washut is an active jazz pianist, who 
founded the Latin jazz band, Orquesta Alto Maiz.  He was inducted into the Iowa IAJE Hall of Fame in 
2003 and was selected as Outstanding Teacher at UNI in 1996.  
 

 
 
 



Saturday, July 3: 
 
2:00 pm   Equilateral 
Equilateral is the brainchild of frontmen trumpeter, Brent Sandy and saxophonist, Chris Merz with their 
virtuosic rhythm section, Greg Mazunik (electric bass) and Eric Thompson (drums). The repertoire is 
entirely original, but reflects the influences of rock, folk, pop, mainstream jazz, and ECM artists such as 
Jan Garbarek and Keith Jarrett. Equal parts composition and improvisation, this group strikes a balance 
between form and freedom. 
 
Merz and Sandy have worked together extensively since 2000, when Merz returned to Iowa to take a 
teaching position at the University of Northern Iowa. The current lineup came together in the fall of 
нллуΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ {ŀƴŘȅΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎǘƛƴǘ ƛƴ /ƻǊŦǳΣ DǊŜŜŎŜ ƻƴ ŀ CǳƭƭōǊƛƎƘǘ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ aŀȊǳƴƛƪ Ƙŀǎ 
freelanced around the Iowa City area for the past 10 years. Thompson recently returned from New 
York City, where he lived and worked following graduation from the New England Conservatory. 
 
¢ƘŜ ōŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ŎƻƳǇŀŎǘ ŘƛǎŎǎΥ ά!ƭǎƻ bƻǘ tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘΧέ όнллнύ ŀƴŘ ά!ƴŘ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ƘƛƴƎΣέ 
(2009) for X-ǘŜǘ wŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ .ŀǎǎƛǎǘκŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǊ {ǘŜǾŜ {ǿŀƭƭƻǿ ǎŀȅǎ ƻŦ ά!ƭǎƻ ƴƻǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘΧέ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭΣ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ όŀƴŘύ ΧǘƘŜ ƛƴƎŜƴƛƻǳǎΣ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳƛƴƎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎƛǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
excellent musicians search for fresh approaches to playing in the moment.  This challenge is answered 
ōƻƭŘƭȅΦέ  
 
Individually, the members of Equilateral have won much praise, including several Downbeat awards, 
Outstanding Soloist at MusicFest USA, outstanding soloist at the Notre Dame Jazz Festival, Punt Pass & 
Kick (third place), Best Costume, Beer Tasting (champion), Best Camper, and the Junior Miss avant-
garde jazz soloist. They have played with Billy Taylor, Dave Brubeck, Steve Swallow, Carla Bley, Donnie 
McCaslin, Guaranteed Swahili, Steve McCraven and the New England Jazz Ensemble, and have 
performed at festivals such as the Montreux Jazz Festival (Switzerland), Ozone Festival (Neuchatel, 
Switzerland), Guiness Jazz Festival (Johannesburg, South Africa) and Bright Moments Festival (Amherst, 
MA). 
 

 
 



 
4:00 pm  Public Property 
Need a groove? Mix gospel, reggae and ska. Add a pinch of sugar. Add a cup of ukulele. Stir. Add a 
teaspoon of hip-hop for good measure. When the pot has come to a nice glow, pepper in some funk. 
Simmer down. In a large bowl, serve to friends. This is Public Property with Dave Bess 
ukulele/guitar/lead vocals, Ben Franklin drums, Margaret Larson vocals, Meghan McDonough vocals, 
Jeremiah Murphy bass, Andy Parrott lead guitar, and Matt Wright keyboards. 
 
 

 
 



6:00 pm   DŀōǊƛŜƭ 9ǇƛƴƻǎŀΩǎ άCǊƻƳ ¸ǳŎŀǘŀƴ ǘƻ wƛƻέ 
Here is New York Jazz with a Latin vibe! Listen to the harmonies and insinuating rhythms of Brazil 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άCǊƻƳ ¸ǳŎŀǘŀƴ ǘƻ wƛƻ .ŀƴŘΣέ ƭŜŀŘ ōȅ aŜȄƛŎƻ-born bassist-composer-arranger Gabriel 
Espinosa. This international, all-star cast of world class players and improvisers, includes, among 
others, Helio Alves on piano, Adriano Santos on drums, Paul Meyer on guitar and Alison Wedding on 
vocals.  
 
Mr. Epinosa, a native of Merida, the capital of the Mexican state of Yucatan, grew up absorbing the 
ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻǎǎŀ ƴƻǾŀ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǿŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŜȄƛŎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфслǎΦ άL 
remember being 14 years old, listening to those great Brazilian players who would come through 
Merida on their tours. And I was like, Wow! That music is so interesting, so nice. I really fell in love with 
ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ LΩǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎΦέ ! ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ƻŦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 
College in Pella, Iowa, Espinosa attended the Berklee College of Music in Boston, where he received a 
diploma in arranging. He later received his masterΩs degree in jazz studies in 1995 at the University of 
North Texas, and the following year came full circle back to Central College, where he has been 
director of Jazz {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ мо ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ όƘŜΩǎ 
recorded three CDs since 2000 with the Latin band Ashanti), Espinosa has put a premium on being a 
composer-arranger rather than showcasing his own bass chops. The music yƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ άCǊƻƳ ¸ǳŎŀǘŀƴ 
ǘƻ wƛƻέ ƛǎ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ōƭŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƘȅǘƘƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƭȅǊƛŎŀƭ ƘƻǊƴǎ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƴƎŜǊΣ ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎΦ 
DŀōǊƛŜƭΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ /5 ƛǎ όƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅύ άCǊƻƳ ¸ǳŎŀǘŀƴ ǘƻ wƛƻΣέ ŦǊƻƳ ½ƻƘƻ aǳǎƛŎ όнллуύΦ  
 
 

 
 



8:00 pm  wƻǎǿŜƭƭ wǳŘŘΩǎ ¢ǊƻƳōƻƴŜ ¢ǊƛōŜ 
±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ±ƻƛŎŜ ƧŀȊȊ ŎǊƛǘƛŎΣ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ wƻǎǿŜƭƭ wǳŘŘ ŀǎ άǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǘǊƻƳōƻƴŜ 
exceƭƭŜƴŎŜΦέ wǳŘŘΩǎ ά¢ǊƛōŜέ ǿŀǎ ǾƻǘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нллф 5ƻǿƴōŜŀǘ WŀȊȊ /ǊƛǘƛŎǎ Ǉƻƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
wǳŘŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǊƻƳōƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 5ƻǿƴōŜŀǘ /ǊƛǘƛŎǎ tƻƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊƛōŜ .ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ 
you through the history of jazz from New Orleans marching band music through Swing, Bop and Free 
Form. The band features some of the finest musicians active today. Besides Roswell, Deborah Weisz 
and Steve Swell also on trombones, Bob Stewart, tuba, and Barry Altschul is on drums. Trombone Tribe 
shows its eclectic influences from down home to Kurt Weill to Eastern European gypsy brass 
music. Most important, this band can swing!!! 
 

Rudd began his career as a trombonist in a traditional jazz band called Eli's Chosen Six at Yale 
University. He went on to become a leading trombonist in the free jazz scene of the 1960s and 1970s 
recording with, among others, Don Cherry and Carla Bley. In recent years, he has recorded with vocalist 
Sheila Jordan, soprano saxophonist Steve Lacey, tenor saxophonist Archie Shepp and Sex Mob. Rudd 
also has explored different genres of music from around the world. He has recorded with Malian 
musicians on his 2001 CD MALIcool, a cross-cultural collaboration with kora player Toumani Diabaté 
and other Malian musicians, which represented the first time the trombone had been featured in a 
recording of Malian traditional music. More recently, he recorded with the Mongolian Buryat Band, a 
traditional music group of musicians from Mongolia and Buryatia, entitled Blue Mongol, and with Yomo 
Toro, one of Puerto Rico's most famous cuatro players, on El Espiritu Jibaro (both on Sunnyside 
Records). 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mali
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2001
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kora_(instrument)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toumani_Diabat%C3%A9
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mongolia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buryatia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Blue_Mongol&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuatro_(instrument)


Sunday, July 4:   
 
2:00 p.m. Koplant No 
Koplant No is a forward-thinking ensemble that incorporates elements of jazz, electronic music, and 
progressive rock.  Their influences include Radiohead, Telefon Tel Aviv, Beck, J Dilla, Garbage Factory 
and Happy Apple.  Featuring Brian Lewis Smith on trumpet and laptop, Drew Morton on bass, Rob 
Baner on drums and samples, and Joel Vanderheyden on saxophone, the band has been developing its 
unique sound throughout the Midwest since 2008.  Joel Vanderheyden's debut album on the Mize 
record label, Complete Life, features Koplant No and was chosen as CD of the Month for August 2009 
on Jazz 88.3 KCCK.  Chris Cooke of KIOS 91.5FM in Omaha says the album is "highly recommended, one 
of the best jazz rock records to be released in years!"  Look for the highly anticipated Koplant No debut 
album in the Summer of 2010. 
 

 
 
 


